
AGENDA
CITY OF WATSONVILLE

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Opportunity Through Diversity; Unity Through Cooperation.

Working with our community to create positive impact through service with heart.

Chair Matthew H. Jones, District 6
Vice Chair, Anna Kammer, District 5

Jenny Sarmiento, District 1
Gina Cole, District 2

Jenni Veitch-Olson, District 3
Veronica Dorantes-Pulido, District 4

Ed Acosta, District 7

Suzi Merriam, Secretary to Planning Commission
Alan J. Smith, City Attorney

Deborah Muniz, Recording Secretary
Remote Teleconference Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/96005415026 or Telephone:  Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your 
current location): US: +1 (669) 219-2599 or +1 (669) 900-9128 or +1 (213) 338-8477 and entering 

Webinar ID:  960 0541 5026

Spanish language interpretation is available

Americans with Disabilities Act

The City of Watsonville, in complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”), requests individuals who 

require special accommodations to access and/or participate in Planning Commission meetings, to please contact 

the City Clerk's Office at (831) 768-3040, at least three (3) days in advance of the meeting to make arrangements. 

The City of Watsonville TDD number is (831) 763-4075. 

Meetings are televised live on Charter Cable Communications Channel 70 and AT&T Channel 99 and re-broadcast 

on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. and Saturday at 8:00 a.m. the same week of the meeting. For information regarding this 

agenda or interpretation services, please call the City Clerk's Office at (831) 768-3040.



Planning Commission Meeting Agenda 6:00 PM November 17, 2020

Notice of Remote/Teleconferencing Meeting

This meeting is being held in accordance with the Brown Act as currently in effect under the State Emergency 
Services Act, the Governor's Emergency Declaration related to COVID-19, the Santa Cruz County Health Officer 
Extended and Modified Shelter in Place Orders, and the Governor's Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20, that 
allows attendance by members of the Planning Commission, City Staff, and the public to participate and the 
Commission conduct the meeting by teleconference, video conference, or both.

HOW TO VIEW THE MEETING: There is no physical location from which members of the public may observe the 
meeting. Please view the meeting which is being televised on Channel 70 (Charter) and Channel 99 (AT&T) and 
video streamed at https://watsonville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

HOW TO PARTICIPATE BEFORE THE MEETING: Members of the public are encouraged to submit written 
comments through the Planning Commission portal at https://watsonville.legistar.com by clicking e-Comment or by 
emailing cdd@cityofwatsonville.org. All comments will be part of the meeting record. Emails received two hours 
before the meeting will not be uploaded to the Agenda and may not be seen by the Planning Commission or staff. 
They will be added to the agenda the day after the meeting.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE DURING THE MEETING: Members of the public are encouraged to join the meeting 
through Zoom Webinar from their computer, tablet or smart phone at https://zoom.us/j/96005415026 or by 
telephone:  Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): US: +1 669 219 2599 or +1 669 
900 9128 or +1 213 338 8477 and entering Webinar ID:  960 0541 5026.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment, if joining by 
computer audio, please click on the "Raise Hand" button and the Chair will unmute your microphone; and if joining 
by phone, please press *9 on your keypad. You may also register to speak until two hours before the meeting at 
https://watsonville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

The City of Watsonville, in complying with the American with Disabilities Act ("ADA"), requests individuals who 
require special accommodations to access and/or participate in Planning Commission meetings, to please contact 
the City Clerk's Office at (831) 768-3040, at least three (3) business days before the scheduled meetings to ensure 
that the City can assist you.

Spanish interpretation services will be available through Zoom by toggling language audio options to the Spanish 
channel.

Servicios de interpretación en español estarán disponible en Zoom al elegir el botón "Spanish."

1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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3. PRESENTATIONS AND ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

This time is set aside for members of the general public to address the  Planning Commission on any item not on 
the Agenda, which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Commission. No action or discussion 
shall be taken on any item presented except that any Commissioner may respond to statements made or 
questions asked, or may ask questions for clarification.  All matters of an administrative nature will be referred to 
staff. All matters relating to Planning Commission will be noted in the minutes and may be scheduled for 
discussion at a future meeting or referred to staff for clarification and report. Any Commissioner may place matters 
brought up under Oral Communications on a future agenda. ALL SPEAKERS ARE ASKED TO  ANNOUNCE 
THEIR NAME AND ADDRESS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN AN ACCURATE RECORD FOR THE MINUTES.

A. PRESENTATION TO PLANNING COMMISSION ON CURRENT 
PLANNING VS ADVANCED PLANNING

4. CONSENT AGENDA

All items appearing on the Consent Agenda are recommended actions which are considered to be routine and will 
be acted upon as one consensus motion. Any items removed will be considered immediately after the consensus 
motion. The Chair will allow public input prior to the approval of the Consent Agenda.

A. MOTION APPROVING MINUTES OF  SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 REGULAR 
MEETINGS

September 1, 2020 MinutesAttachments:

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. AN APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT (APPLICATION NO. 70) 
TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFF-SALE GENERAL (TYPE 
21) ABC LICENSE UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP FOR AN EXISTING 
LIQUOR STORE (WATSONVILLE FIESTA LIQUORS) LOCATED AT 602 
EAST LAKE AVENUE (APN 018-302-06), FILED BY SAMER KRIDI, 
APPLICANT, ON BEHALF OF CLEMENTINE JONES, PROPERTY 
OWNER

602 East Lake Avenue - Report

Attachment 1 - Site & Vicinity Map

Attachment 2 - Alcohol Related Uses Application

Attachment 3 - Alcohol Related Uses Rubric

Attachment 4 - Floor Plan

Attachment 5 - Site Plan

602 East Lake Avenue  Resolution & Exhibits A, B & C

Attachments:

1) Staff Report
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2) Planning Commission Clarifying & Technical Questions

3) Applicant Presentation

4) Planning Commission Clarifying & Technical Questions

5) Public Hearing

6) Appropriate Motion(s)

7) Deliberation

8) Chair Calls for a Vote on Motion(s)

B. AN APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT (APPLICATION NO. 359) 
TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SMALL BEER MANUFACTURER 
(TYPE 23) ABC LICENSE UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP FOR AN EXISTING 
MICROBREWERY WITH A 780 SQUARE FOOT TASTING ROOM 
(ELKHORN SLOUGH BREWING LLC DBA THE SLOUGH BREWING 
COLLECTIVE) LOCATED AT 65 HANGAR WAY SUITE D (APN 
015-111-24), FILED BY THE SLOUGH BREWING COLLECTIVE, 
APPLICANT ON BEHALF OF SAM BISHOP, PROPERTY OWNER

65 Hangar Way - Report

Attachment 1 - Site & Vicinity Map

Attachment 2 - Alcohol Related Uses Application

Attachment 3 - Alcohol Related Uses Rubic - On Sale

Attachment 4 - Floor Plan

Attachment 5 - Site Plan

65 Hangar Way - Resolution & Exhibits A, B & C

Public Comment 11-17-20

Attachments:

1) Staff Report

2) Planning Commission Clarifying & Technical Questions
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3) Applicant Presentation

4) Planning Commission Clarifying & Technical Questions

5) Public Input

6) Appropriate Motion(s)

7) Deliberation

8) Chair Calls for a Vote on Motion(s)

6. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

7. ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 6:00 
p.m.
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M I N U T E S 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE 

 
TELECONFERENCE/REMOTE 

  
September 1, 2020 6:01 PM 
 
In accordance with City policy, all Planning Commission meetings are recorded on audio 
and video in their entirety and are available for review in the Community Development 
Department (CDD). These minutes are a brief summary of action taken. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 

Chair Matthew Jones, Vice-Chair Anna Kammer, and Commissioners Ed Acosta, 
Veronica Dorantes-Pulido, Jenny T. Sarmiento, and Jenni Veitch-Olson were 
present. 
 
Staff members present were City Attorney Alan Smith, Assistant Police Chief 
Thomas Sims, Community Development Director Suzi Merriam, Housing Manager 
Carlos Landaverry, Principal Planner Justin Meek, Associate Planner Ivan 
Carmona, Recording Secretary Deborah Muniz and Administrative Assistant II 
Elena Ortiz. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chair Matthew Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS & ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Elizabeth, District 7, expressed her preference for staff utilizing GoToMeeting as 
opposed to Zoom Webinar meetings. 
 
Vanessa Quiroz-Carter, District 2, encouraged City staff to utilize a streaming 
platform which allows a more open dialogue between the public and staff. 

 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
  
A. MOTION APPROVING MINUTES OF JULY 14, 2020 REGULAR MEETING 
 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Veitch-Olson, seconded by Vice-Chair 
Kammer, and carried by the following vote to approve the Consent Agenda: 
 

AYES: COMMISSIONERS:   Acosta, Dorantes-Pulido, Kammer, 
       Sarmiento, Veitch-Olson, Jones 
NOES: COMMISSIONERS:   None   
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Ben Granholm, Western Propane Gas Association Regulatory Affairs Specialist 
Amber Kinslow, Boulder Creek resident 
David Van Brink, Santa Cruz County resident 
Rob Scott, Western Propane Gas Association Safety Consultant 
IBartle  
 
The following speakers spoke in opposition of the project and listed their 
reasons- 
 
Jennifer Laskin, MS, JD, Esquire 
Manuel Bersamin 
Vanessa Quiroz-Carter, District 2 
Dr. Manny Nunez, District 1 
Jessica Carrasco 
Elizabeth Atilano, Watsonville resident 
John S 
Consuelo Alba, District 5 
Alan Hicks 
Maria Heredia 
Alejandro Garcia 
 
Natalie Olivas, Regeneración- Pájaro Valley Climate Action, expressed 
concern about climate change and urged the Planning Commission to vote 
accordingly.  

 
Hearing no further comments, Chair Jones closed the public hearing.  

 
6) Appropriate Motion(s) 

 
Commissioner Sarmiento spoke in opposition to the project as she does not 
believe it is an appropriate use of the land.  
 
MAIN MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Sarmiento, seconded by 
Commissioner Veitch-Olson, to deny the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. ___ (PC): 
RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL 
ADOPT A RESOLUTION DENYING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT WITH 
DESIGN REVIEW AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (PP2019-18) TO NOT 
ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROPANE STORAGE AND 
TRANSFER FACILITY (AKA BULK PROPANE PLANT) ON A 0.7± ACRE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 950 WEST BEACH STREET, WATSONVILLE, 
CALIFORNIA (APN 018-331-28; FORMERLY APNS 018-331-05 & -06) 

7) Deliberation 
 

Commissioner Acosta expressed opposition to the project and his reasons for 
doing so.  
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FIGURE 3 Proposed/Existing Floor Plan for Watsonville Fiesta Liquor 
Source: Plan Set, received December 10, 2019 
 

As shown on the floor plan, a display sales area is in the middle of the tenant space. To the right 
of the front entrance is the sales counter area, behind which is the liquor sales area. Along the 
opposite wall and to the left of the front entrance is a wine sales area. The remaining floor area 
is framed in by two-walk in coolers. Behind the walk-in coolers are a storage area and bathroom 
that are only accessible to employees.   
 
The floor plan denotes security camera locations utilizing a green dot and outdoor lighting with 
a yellow square. In total, there are 16 security cameras located throughout the liquor store. A 
condition of approval requires the applicant to have security cameras that can retain footage for 
a minimum of 30 days. 
 



C:\Users\legistar\AppData\Local\Temp\BCL Technologies\easyPDF 8\@BCL@C80EC0D2\@BCL@C80EC0D2.docx  Page 8 of 11  

Parking 
The project involves the transfer of an existing Type 21 ABC License and would not result in any 
change or expansion of use. In accordance with WMC Section 14-17.801(h), miscellaneous 
retail stores require five parking spaces for a liquor store that is zero to 3,000 square feet in floor 
area. The existing liquor store is approximately 2,000 square feet in size and provides eight 
parking spaces on site. Therefore, no additional parking is required.  
 
Hours of Operation 
The proposed hours of operation for Watsonville Fiesta Liquor are 6:00AM to 10:00PM Sunday 
to Thursday, and 6:00AM to 11:00PM Friday and Saturday.  The hours have been reviewed by 
the Watsonville Police Department and were found to be acceptable.   
 
Police Review 
The Watsonville Police Department tracks all alcohol licenses in the City and the reported crime 
associated with these sites.  The Police Department also confirms whether alcohol license 
holders comply with ABC regulations.  
 
Police review did not identify any crimes or criminal activity associated with the existing liquor 
store. Per ABC, Watsonville Fiesta Liquor is located in a high crime area for Off-Sale ABC 
Licenses but is not located in an area of over-concentration. 
 
Type 21 ABC License 
ABC issues various licenses for the sale of alcohol for different types of establishments. A Type 
21 Off-Sale General License authorizes the sale of beer, wine and distilled spirits for 
consumption off the premises where sold. Minors are allowed on the premises. 
 
Under state law, existing facilities with an off-sale general (Type 21 ABC license) are not subject 
to the discretionary powers7 of the local governing body when the facility simply changes 
ownership. This means that ABC does not require approval by the local governing body prior to 
issuing approval when the ownership of these license types change. The proposed use has been 
conditioned with standard conditions for off-sale liquor stores to ensure that it will be in conformity 
with applicable regulations and not have any negative impacts on the neighborhood. 
 
LEAD Training 
A condition of approval requires all service staff, managers and owners attend Licensee 
Education on Alcohol and Drugs (LEAD) training within ninety (90) days of approval of this Use 
Permit and/or employment at the restaurant to ensure they understand responsible beverage 
service practices and procedures regarding the sale and service of alcohol. The applicant is 
required to submit verification of LEAD training attendance to the Community Development 
Department.   
 

                                            
7 Discretionary powers allow the exercise of judgment, deliberation or decision in approving or denying a particular 
activity by the decision-making authority.  Non-discretionary powers merely allow the determination whether there 
is conformity with applicable ordinances or regulations (aka ministerial decision). 
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